
                                                     Rhacophorus 

Classification : 

Kingdom   :  Animalia   

Phylum      :  Chordata 

Class         :  Amphibia 

Order        :  Anura 

Family      :  Rhacophoridae 

Genus       :  Rhacophorus 

 

Characteristics : 

 Rhacophorus frogs are gliding frogs in the family Rhacophoridae, known for 

their extensive webbing and ability to glide from trees in tropical forests of Asia.  

 They breed in the monsoon season by building foam nests with their hind legs, 

depositing eggs within the foam, and hanging the nest over water for the tadpoles 

to fall into when they hatch. 

 These arboreal (tree-dwelling) frogs have uniquely adapted webbed feet and skin 

flaps to glide between trees, a process aided by their powerful hind legs. 

 These frogs are characterized by their extensive foot and toe webbing, and skin 

folds along their bodies, which allow them to glide between trees.  

Habit and Habitat 

Habitat: 

 Rhacophorus frogs inhabit tropical moist lowland forests, montane forests, and 

rivers across Southeast Asia, including India, China, Borneo, and other parts of 

Southeast Asia.  

 Habitat Use: They spend their days in the high forest canopy, often at heights 

of over 30 meters.  

 Diet: As with most frogs, Rhacophorus frogs are insectivores, feeding on small 

invertebrates.  

 

For further details, Link 

 

https://amphibiaweb.org/species/6527


 Reproduction: Mating and breeding typically occur around the monsoon 

season.  

Unique Facts 

 Foam Nest Construction: A unique reproductive strategy of many Rhacophorus 

species is their ability to construct foam nests for their eggs.  

 Male Collaboration: In some species, males will not only vocalize to attract 

females but also assist the female in building the foam nest.  

 Tadpole Hatching: The foam nest serves as a protective incubator. When the 

embryos develop into tadpoles, the nest degrades, causing the young to fall into 

the water below to continue their development.  

Interesting Facts 

 Gliding Ability: The extensive webbing on their feet and skin flaps on their 

bodies act like a sail, enabling them to glide for significant distances to move 

between trees.  

 Leaf-like Camouflage: Some species, like the Rhacophorus 

pseudomalabaricus, have a juvenile pattern that resembles leaf venation, which 

helps them camouflage against predators in the understory.  

 Dietary Carotenoids and Coloration: For some species, such as Rhacophorus 

nigropalmatus, the vivid green color of adults depends on the intake of dietary 

carotenoids, which are crucial for their camouflage and potentially sexual 

selection.  

 Distribution: The genus Rhacophorus is found in China, India, Japan, and 

throughout Southeast Asia.  

 Threats: Many species, such as Rhacophorus pseudomalabaricus, are threatened 

by habitat loss and deforestation due to agricultural expansion.  

 


